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HI, I’'M MUNNU DEWAN HI, I’'M MOR DIOP HI, I’M XIAN LING DONG HI, I’'M BERT STEIN e HI, I’'M RAFAELA MENDOZA SANTANA
I sell hot dogs and pretzels in front of 2 Lafayette Street. | moved here I’'m here at 55th Street and | sell handbags. If it’s very cold, | sell scarves and | sell paintings in Times Square on 52nd and 7th Ave. | came here from Qingdao, On the street they call me Mr. B or Mr. Bert. That’s because I’'m 73 and a disabled war | couldn’t find a job when | moved here from Mexico four years ago, so |
from Bangladesh in 1991 and | have been a street vendor for 17 gloves. But that job is not easy. My family is in Africa. | send some back to China and I've lived in the U.S. for six years. I’'ve been vending for five. | enjoy veteran and they show some respect. | started vending when my printing business went make tamales, arroz con leche, and champurrado like | did in Morelos,
years. | love it but this is not easy. | haven’t gotten a ticket in three them. If | have anything, | send $100, $150, but it’s not enough for my family. O vending because it allows work when | want, which you can’t do working at a bankrupt after 9/11. | sell neckties, perfume, scarves in winter. A lot of people come to New where I’'m from. | start cooking at 2 a.m., and head out at 6 a.m. I'm
years, but before that | got around 100 tickets. One time | got a ticket My wife, my children, my mother is over there. Working outside is very hard. | restaurant. It is also good for my husband who for health reasons cannot work York strictly because of the street vendors. They can get things here that they can’t get other selling in the cold, in the heat, everyday by the hospital at East 149th in ﬂ
because my jacket covered my license. And then | have to pay a wear jackets, gloves, and three pairs of pants. Sometimes | can only stay out another job. The trouble with the job is the way the police bother me and the tickets places. The police don’t know the rules. The book is written in such a way that everybody " the Bronx. The doctors and nurses get off the bus or pull over in the car
$1000 fine. Do you have $1000 in your pocket? You don’t have it! | here for 4 or 5 hours. I'm going to finish this for this month and see. If it’s not B ] they give. Sometimes they say my display is too high, sometimes they say | am too | scratches their heads and wonders what they’re talking about. Sometimes the police will to get one. | sell about 60 a day, sometimes 50, sometimes 70, enough to
don’t have it! This is a small business. | sell 20 hot dogs a day. This . good after this month, I'm going to stop and give the city my license back. far from the curb. They say all kinds of things, but | know the law, and | know that take your merchandise away, and they move it around - downtown, to Brooklyn, to Queens - send some money to my mother in Morelos. | have a cooler, so the police
hand makes money and the other hand finishes it very fast. How do Maybe | could drive a taxi or get a job in a restaurant. | have no other everything I’'m doing is exactly right! When | am not vending | like traveling - San and no one’s keeping track. It took me three days of constant calling to track down my watch me and make me move sometimes. But if I’'m not here my clients

they think | can give so much? ‘ possibilities. | don't want to stay at home. Francisco and Las Vegas are two of my favorite spots. [Translated from Mandarin] merchandise, and | was shown not guilty. But it took three days and | lost a lot of money. start to call me! [Translated from Spanish]
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o Only 3,000 2-year food vending permits ) The City of New York has capped the Since 1982, vendors who sell expressive ) Under New York state law, honorably . . .
Hot dogs, coffee, fruit, ice cream, donuts, T-shirts, hand bags, watches, scarves, Books, newspapers, CDs, DVDs, material are protected by the First Anything from the General Vendor discharged U.S. military veterans may Anything from the previous categories:

number of general vending licenses at

are available. The average wait time to

T Y P E S 0 F el e ) e, i e, receive one is 5-10 years. gloves, belts, neckties, perfum?’ 853 (excluding veteran vendors). The paintings, Phomgref'phs’ ha_"dmafj_e Amendment and do not need a license. EACTP gloves, "e"kﬁes_’ cell phone receive a general vending license umbrellas, tamales, ice cream, hand .
arepas, dosas, roasted nuts, pretzels umbrellas, cell phone accessories waiting list for licenses has been closed crafts and jewelry, items with political There are around 1,000 First Amendment accessories, scarves, t-shirts, hand bags, despite the 853-cap. There were 1704 bags, scarves, watches, perfume, DVDs There are perhaps 6,000 unlicensed vendors
messages watches, belts, perfume, umbrellas veteran vendors on record in 2005. (nobody really knows). Only half of vendors

v E N D o R S since 1992 vendors. are licensed due to license caps.

Too many sources were used to squeeze into this space. For a list of sources please visit The Street Vendor Project website at www.streetvendor.org.



